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Dear Neighbors,

Shortly after I began my term as Mayor in 2013, I discovered
that the Village of Wauconda was in need of an extensive
financial overhaul.  As a newly elected outsider, I knew that I
would need to bring in the most credible and objective
finance leader I could find.  Voorhees and Associates (now HR
GovTemps) recommended the best in the business, Stan
Helgerson and Dave Richardson, both retired municipal
finance professionals.  Stan & Dave were the same two
financial leaders who fixed all the financial issues in Dixon,
IL after their notorious embezzlement case.
 
Together we assessed the financial state of the Village and
charted a sustainable course moving forward.  Stan and Dave
were there for me
every step of the way. 
They were our
architects of the
complete financial
overhaul that has led
to sustainable
financial policies in
the Village.  Because
of their efforts and
the efforts of our
professional staff in
this administration,
Wauconda has
consistently had large
budget surpluses for
our citizens over the
past three years.   Stan came back for another tour of duty
with the Village on a part time basis over the past eight
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months and has worked to improve our utility billing and
guide the development of a five-year capital improvements
plan among many other things.  
 
Please join me in honoring Stan Helgerson as I offer my
sincere gratitude to him for his efforts in helping us make
Wauconda a financially sustainable community. At the
Village Board meeting on May 17th, I presented Stan
Helgerson a Key to the Village for his service to our
community. Stan's efforts are truly appreciated.

Ask The Mayor
Question:    Even though my Village of Wauconda property taxes
went down, my property taxes are still higher.  Can you explain this?

Answer:  
It is that time of year again when property
tax bills have been mailed and I'm getting
many reports of significant increases from
last year.
 

Reading your tax bill is key to
understanding why there are fluctuations
from year to year. In nearly all situations, there are only three factors
that affect your tax bill: assessed value; exemptions; and property
tax rates. All three can have a significant impact on the amount
due.    
 
The basic formula to calculate your tax bill is as follows:
 
((Total Assessed Value - Exemptions)/100) x Tax Rate = Total
Property Tax Billed
 
For the 2015 tax year (current tax bills collected in 2016), the
overall tax rate for all districts decreases a couple of percentage
points (2.12% on a sample bill received at the Village). Consequently,
if your tax bill is increasing, your assessed value increased or the
exemptions reducing the taxable value were reduced or both.
 
You may ask why your assessment changes if you haven't improved
your property. The property tax system requires periodic review and
adjustment of property assessments (assessed values). After a
lengthy period of decline, the assessments are beginning to increase
again which could explain the majority of the increases. To view your
2015 or prior year tax bills, visit
www.lakecountyil.gov/198/treasurers-office .
 
As way of illustration, a home with a market value of $215,000 in
2014 that increased 10% in 2015 to $236,500 would see the
taxable value increase $7,166 after the homeowner's exemption is
deducted. As such, the tax bill would increase approximately $687
after applying the property tax rates to the taxable value. If the
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assessed value had not changed in the example above but the
homeowner's exemption was removed, the tax bill would have
increased approximately $548. If neither the assessed value and
exemptions were unchanged, the property tax bill would have
declined approximately $170.
 
Take a good close look at your property tax bill. Make sure you are
receiving all exemptions you are entitled to such as senior citizen,
veteran, and homestead exemptions among others. The Wauconda
Township Assessor's Office
(www.waucondatownship.com/assessors-office) has some
information on exemptions and the assessment process as does the
Lake County Assessor (www.lakecountyil.gov/154/Chief-County-
Assessment-Office).   

Armed Forces Day   
Please jo in me in honoring my Brothers and S isters in Arms 
for Armed Forces Day, Saturday 21MAY16!
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President Harry S . Truman led the effort to  establish a single 
holiday for citizens to  come together and thank our military
members for their patriotic service in support of our
country.

On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson
announced the creation of an Armed Forces Day to  replace
separate Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force Days.
The single day celebration stemmed from the unification of
the Armed Forces under the Department of Defense.

Rota r y Ba rn Dance  



National Safe Boating Week, May 21-27
For nearly 90 million Americans,
boating continues to be a
popular recreational activity.
From coast to coast, and
everywhere in between, people
are taking to the water and
enjoying time together boating,
sailing, paddling, and fishing.
During National Safe Boating
Week, we want to bring special attention to this pastime and remind
recreational boaters of a few tips to ensure that they and their loved
ones are safe and responsible while exploring our nation's
waterways.
  
Proper planning for a day of boating begins even before leaving the
home. Getting a free vessel safety check and taking a safe boating
course at the beginning of the boating season, filing a float plan with
a trusted family member or friend, and checking the weather before



boating are key steps to an enjoyable time boating. Every boater
should wear a U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket at all times
while boating. Drowning remains the number one cause of death for
recreational boaters each year, and the majority of drowning victims
in recreational boating accidents are not wearing a life jacket. Safe
and responsible boating includes never operating a boat while under
the influence of drugs or alcohol and knowing basic navigation rules.
  
Year-round, people continue to enjoy all that our natural
environment has to offer through the joy of boating. National Safe
Boating Week is observed to bring attention to important life-saving
tips for recreational boaters so that they can have a safer, more fun
experience out on the water.

The Wauconda Memorial Day Parade

Wauconda Fire District Blood Drive



Wauconda Family Album



On Sunday, June 12th at 2:00 pm, Neville Carr will be giving a media
presentation in the Lincoln room at the Wauconda Area Library. The
focus of his talk will cover WWII and its impact on Wauconda back in
the early forties. This will be an accompaniment to Wauconda's
historical society salute to the Wauconda WWII veterans in November,
2016 being the 75th anniversary of our entry to the War.

Heroes of  Fr eedom Memor i a l         
The Heroes of Freedom Memorial will be adding the bricks
that were ordered since our last placement of bricks this
past September.  Look for your brick in the coming months.

Pl ease show your  suppor t  for  the Heroes of  Fr eedom     
memor i a l  by pur chasing a  br i ck by CLICKING HERE.       
Thi s Memor i a l  i s completel y funded through      
donat i ons.  Thank you!  
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See more on the Heroes of  Fr eedom Facebook page by 
Cl i cking Her e  

The next  meet i ng i s Tuesday,       
June 7th, 2016 a t  7:00 PM  a t  Vi l l age Ha l l ,           101 N.  Ma in 
St r eet .  
 
 
Take ca r e and God Bl ess,     

Fr ank
Frank A. Bart 
Mayor 
Village of Wauconda 
847-526-9600 
fbart@wauconda-il.gov 

Any opinions contained herein, express or implied, are those of the
Mayor and are not necessarily the opinions of the other elected
officials of the Village of Wauconda.

Village of Wauconda, 101 N. Main Street, Wauconda, IL  60084
847-526-9600   |    www.wauconda-il.gov
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