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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  March 9, 2011 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning, and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for February 24 th through March 9th, 2011 

 

Public Works 
Safety Program Update  
As is past practice, when each new calendar year begins, new members are named to the 
Department’s safety team.  The team consists of one section leader from each of the water, water 
reclamation, and streets divisions.  Here is an update of what has been completed/scheduled: 

1. Each employee in Public Works has been given a binder which consists of weekly 
safety tips, topics, and reminders.  These binders supplement the weekly safety talks 
scheduled by each section throughout the year.   

2. Each month meetings are conducted where all three groups come together and discuss 
safety issues unique to certain equipment or talk more in depth on particular topics that 
involve all groups.  These monthly talks have been scheduled for the entire year –topics 
include: chipper and chain saw safety, the emergency preparedness plan, onsite 
generators, the boom truck, confined space, trenching & shoring, four way gas meters, 
fall protection, MSDS (hazard communication), large dump truck & snow plow rodeo, 
and safe practices with the front end loader.   

3. All field staff have recently completed a refresher course on crossing guard duty safety. 
4. Quotes from vendors have been solicited for conducting the trainings for: confined 

space, fall protection, and trenching & shoring.  These classes are included in our budget 
and are being scheduled in the near future. 

5. Required building safety inspections are being completed for each section.  Buildings 
being reviewed in this program include water well houses, lift stations, the Public 
Works garages, and water reclamation facility buildings.  Forms used for the inspections 
are currently being reviewed and modified.   

6. Each section is developing a list of certifications that must be completed on an annual 
basis.  (Examples include mechanical and electrical hoists, and four way gas meters.)  
These will all be compiled into one list to be more easily tracked and scheduled. 

7. Village-wide training has been scheduled in April with the Illinois Municipal League 
Risk Management Association.  Topics to be covered are fire extinguisher use, 



lockout/tagout, Personal 
respiratory protection, and hazard communication.

 
Arbor Day Tree and Shrub Sale
Plans are underway for the 6th Annual Arbor Day Tree and Shrub Sale 
Wauconda Area Chamber of Commerce
8:00 am – 2:00 pm at the Acres Group Parking Lot 
residents will be able to purchase
on new significance in light of the 
 
Public Service Open House 
Our staff is coordinating with the 
Open House.  The event is scheduled for 
Public Works Facility.  We look forward to sharing information with our residents on the 
responsibilities that both Departments 
live.  A flyer for the event is attached to this report.  
 

 
Brush Service Program  
Last year the Village started contracting with Kramer Tree Specialist
brush pick-up service.  The program includes two pick
one in the fall).  The dates for this year’s program have tentatively been set for the weeks of May 
23rd and October 10th.  We were very
promptly to resident’s questions and requests and were efficient and neat while performing the 
service.   Kramer has also agreed to continue to offer a service which can be extended to 
residents who need additional collection services throughout the year.
show interest, a pick-up can be scheduled for an additional fee
Kramer Tree Specialists.  The contract is expected to be approved by the Board at the March 15
meeting. 
 
Street Division  
EAB Tree Removal  
Since the initial EAB discovery in the Village, over 600 ash 
trees located on Village right-of-
signs of infestation.  At this time, the Department has found 
signs of the EAB in the following neighborhoods: Aspen 
Grove, Oak Grove, Saddlewood, Country Ridge, Crestview 
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ersonal Protective Equipment (PPE), bloodbourne pathogens, 
respiratory protection, and hazard communication. 

Arbor Day Tree and Shrub Sale 
Annual Arbor Day Tree and Shrub Sale to be co-sponsored by the 

Wauconda Area Chamber of Commerce.  The event is being planned for Saturday
Acres Group Parking Lot – 610 W. Liberty Street.  At the sale, 

esidents will be able to purchase trees and shrubs at below retail pricing. This year’s sale takes 
on new significance in light of the tree removals necessitated by the EAB.   

with the Police Department to host the Village’s Annual 
.  The event is scheduled for Saturday, May, 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the 

We look forward to sharing information with our residents on the 
that both Departments have to make our community a better and safer place to 

ched to this report.   

Wauconda EXPO 2011 
 On February 26th and 27th, the Village 
participated in the annual Wauconda Area 
Chamber of Commerce Business Expo held at the 
Wauconda High School.  The event was well 
attended – and with the Village table locat
the front entrance, staff members were able 
interact with many residents.  At the booth, 
Administrator Quick, Director Geary, Chief 
Larsson, and Director Krajniak displayed 
PowerPoint of Village services, distributed
information from the Public Works
Environmental Quality, and Building and Zoning 
Departments, and answered questions 
Village services and upcoming projects.  

Last year the Village started contracting with Kramer Tree Specialists Inc. for its residential 
The program includes two pick-ups for the year (one in the spring and 

one in the fall).  The dates for this year’s program have tentatively been set for the weeks of May 
We were very satisfied with Kramer’s service last year.  They respond

promptly to resident’s questions and requests and were efficient and neat while performing the 
Kramer has also agreed to continue to offer a service which can be extended to 

ho need additional collection services throughout the year.  Once twenty customers 
up can be scheduled for an additional fee paid by the resident directly to 

The contract is expected to be approved by the Board at the March 15

itial EAB discovery in the Village, over 600 ash 
-way have been inspected for 

signs of infestation.  At this time, the Department has found 
signs of the EAB in the following neighborhoods: Aspen 

, Country Ridge, Crestview 

pathogens, 

sponsored by the 
turday, April 30th, 

At the sale, 
This year’s sale takes 

nnual Public Service 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the 

We look forward to sharing information with our residents on the 
to make our community a better and safer place to 

Village 
participated in the annual Wauconda Area 
Chamber of Commerce Business Expo held at the 

The event was well 
Village table located near 
members were able to 

At the booth, 
Administrator Quick, Director Geary, Chief 
Larsson, and Director Krajniak displayed a 

distributed 
c Works, Police, 

Environmental Quality, and Building and Zoning 
answered questions about 

and upcoming projects.   

Inc. for its residential 
ups for the year (one in the spring and 

one in the fall).  The dates for this year’s program have tentatively been set for the weeks of May 
satisfied with Kramer’s service last year.  They responded 

promptly to resident’s questions and requests and were efficient and neat while performing the 
Kramer has also agreed to continue to offer a service which can be extended to 

Once twenty customers 
paid by the resident directly to 

The contract is expected to be approved by the Board at the March 15th 
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Estates and some areas of town near the Wauconda Grade School.  The Village has begun 
removal of these trees.  At this time, only ash trees that show signs of infestation are being 
removed.  Ash trees that appear healthy are being left in place and will continue to be monitored.     
 
The Department developed a checklist system to record and track each step of the removal 
process.  Dates (and notes) are recorded when:  

·  Trees are inspected,  
·  trees are marked for removal,  
·  residents are informed via door hanger of the upcoming removals in their area,  
·  Homeowners Association representatives are informed of the removal plan (if 

applicable), and 
·  CTY messages are completed. 

 
The following table outlines the current Emerald Ash Borer situation in the Village. 

Subdivision Total 
Trees 

# of 
Ash 

Trees 

% of 
Ash 

Trees 

# of Ash 
Removals 
Completed 

% of Ash 
Removed 

Aspen Grove 71 28 39% 28 100% 
Oak Grove 185 126 68% 17 13% 
Saddlewood 161 85 52% 20 23% 

Country Ridge 124 64 51% 5 7% 
Crestview Estates 53 25 47% 10 40% 
Apple Country 1 68 37 54% 0 0% 
Apple Country 2 185 115 62% 0 0% 
Whispering Pines 56 26 46% 0 0% 

Waterstone 84 37 44% 0 0% 
Orchard Hills 189 43 22% 0 0% 

Hubbards Woods 37 5 13% 1 20% 
Larkdale 155 5 0.03% 0 0% 

Lake View Villa 40 3 0.07% 0 0% 
Totals 1408 599   81   

 
Snow and Ice Removal  
Since the last reporting period, crews have been called to remove snow and ice on five occasions.   
 
Lift Station Repair 
On February 28th, Street Division personnel conducting their weekly lift station inspections 
discovered a problem with the pump at Lift Station #17 (Roxbury Lane).  Upon further 
examination, it was discovered that the seal between the impeller and the motor was leaking.  If 
not addressed, water continuing to enter the pump would have eventually shorted out the motor.  
The pump was repaired using the assistance of a contractor, and is now back in service. Because 
this pump is 20 years old, there was concern that onsite repair may not have been possible and 
the pump would have to sent out for repair which could have resulted in the pump out of service 
for six weeks. Fortunately we had recently purchased a backup pump and were prepared to put 
that pump in service if needed.  
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Water Division 
Monroe Water Main Repair 
On Wednesday, February 23rd, a resident called to 
report water bubbling out of the ground near the 
intersection of Northshore Drive and Monroe 
Street.  Upon investigation, it was discovered that 
a water service saddle at that location was leaking.  
To make the needed repair, the water main was 
shut off, crews excavated the area to access the 
site and Water Division crews replaced the saddle.  
The water service was restored, a precautionary 
boil order was declared and subsequent water 
testing completed.   
 

 
 
Water Reclamation Division  
On March 3rd, lab tech Anna Kootstra taught a class, coordinated through the Fox Valley 
Operators Association, to other municipal representatives on proper Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand (BOD) sampling, preparation, and testing.  Running the test properly is a very difficult 
process, but is an important measure needed to determine the amount of dissolved oxygen 
needed by aerobic biological organisms in a body of water in order to break down organic 
material.  
 
The following projects were also completed during this reporting period:  

·  On 2-23, staff repaired and adjusted entrance doors in the pretreatment and ferric chloride 
buildings. 

·  On 2-25, Pumping Solutions was onsite to determine damage to Primary Effluent Pump S2.  
This pump has continued to overload the breaker.  It was determined that there was a short in 
the pump.  This repair should be completed as ‘warranty work’ since repairs have been made 
to this pump within the last year.  The pump was picked up by Pumping Solutions for Repair. 

·  On 3-3, staff members adjusted the floats in the Biotower Flow Meter Valve Vault.  The float 
was getting caught and not allowing the sump pump to cycle properly.  Adjustments have 
been made and the pump is functioning properly.  

·  On 3-7 & 3-8, with the assistance of the Vactor Truck & Crew, staff pumped down and clean 
out the Solids Contact Tanks. 

·  There were forty-one grease trap inspections completed during this monitoring period.  
Grease traps are inspected to make sure systems are being cleaned at the proper intervals.  
This helps maintain the collection system and prevents grease build up in sewer mains.  
Build up can cause sewer backups and surcharges.  This work is completed as part of the 
Environmental Quality Department duties.  Inspections were logged and entered into the 
industrial user database.  At this point, all first quarter and approximately 90% of the 
semi-annual inspections have been completed for 2011. 

·  Completed weekly preventative maintenance package.  This includes exercising, lubricating, 
and checking of equipment. 
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·  Completed monthly preventative maintenance package for February, March, and part of 
April.  This includes exercising, lubricating, oil changes, and checking of equipment. 
 
 
 

 
Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 
Total pumpage for period: 23,788,000  gallons 
Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
Design maximum flow of Treatment works: 6,000,000 gallons per day 
Average flow for reporting period: 1,699,000 gallons per day 
High flow reporting period: 2,871,000 gallons 
Low flow reporting period: 1,373,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  14,845,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,060,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,401,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 745,000 gallons per day 

·  JULIE locates: 16 
·  Daily check of water facility: 73 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 310 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 88 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 7 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 7 
·  Repaired water meters: 2 
·  Installed water meters: 1 
·  High water bill investigations: 2 
·  Water quality inquiry: 1 
·  Red Tag Notice shut-offs: 7 
·  Final readings: 43 

  

 
Commissioner Schwarz:  

·  Site Inspections / Reviews: 
o 386 W. Liberty Street / Pergola 
o 399 W. Liberty Street / Alterations 
o 2755 Liberty Lakes Blvd. / Basement  Build-out  
o 2400 Trailside Lane / Basement Build-out 
o 552 Rand Road / Zoning Trailer Sales for Sec of State 
o 1789 Apple Valley Dr./ Deck  
o 1116 Madison Ave / Remodel after fire damage 
o 2417 Greenglade Way/ Basement Build-out 
o 469 W. Liberty Street / Commercial Build-out 
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·  Training:     
o B & F Technical Code Services / Residential Certification Exam & Testing 

Techniques  
o IFIA /Chimney/Fireplace Installations  
o N.W. Building Officials Code Administrators / EPA Lead Paint Requirements 

 
·  Meetings:    

o Douglas Glen 
o LVVA Shoreline Restoration   

 
Inspections Completed: 

·   21 Building permit inspections 
·   10 Residential Dwelling Inspections 

 
Permit Desk: 

·  12 new building permits for total revenue of $ $5,959.75 
·  8 new Real Estate Dwelling Inspection Applications for total revenue of $600 
·  8 electric and 6 plumbing inspections by sub-contractors 
·  5 plan reviews by Pathmann 
·  2 FOIA request with a total of 20 minutes preparation time 
·  Worked with Town & Country to assess future development at Liberty Lakes. There are 

74 lots that are still available. 39 lots were permitted in 2010. 34 Lots were permitted in 
2009. 35 lots were permitted in 2008. 

·  Prepared literature, display boards, and banner for Village’s Expo booth. 
 
Zoning Services 
Rolf C. Campbell and Associates (RCCA) continues to work with Village staff on various 
planning and zoning matters including referrals and reviews on potential zoning and economic 
development opportunities.  Recent inquiries included research of zoning history and a request to 
provide assistance to a business seeking a State permit. Staff was also involved in coordination 
with a business sign manufacturer and Village Staff to reconcile differences with a sign permit.  
RCCA staff attended the Plan Commission/ZBA Meeting on 3/2/11 regarding continued 
discussion of the wind energy ordinance (and prepared the minutes of the meeting). Staff 
reviewed, researched and prepared an updated draft Zoning Table of Permitted and Conditional 
Uses; researched Parking Standards, and coordinated with Village Staff to prepare a planning 
response to an IDOT request for comment regarding the Rte. 176/Brown Street intersection 
improvements.  
 
Zoning Administration Services – Specific Applications 
Cargill Property / Douglas Glen Senior Development: RCCA coordinated with the applicant’s 
planning team and prepared a planning and zoning review memo dated 3/8/11 to the Plan 
Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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