LAKE MICHIGAN WATER GOES LIVE!
(Wauconda, IL, October 3, 2019) - The Village of Wauconda has completed the long awaited
transition from ground water to Lake Michigan water! As of October 3, 2019, the Village is now
receiving Lake Michigan water from Central Lake County Joint Action Water Agency (CLCJAWA).
Over the course of the next three days the Village of Wauconda Public Works Department will
introduce Lake Michigan water into the Village’s water distribution system. Most residents will not
notice this change with the exception of a slight temperature change at the water tap.
Public Works is taking measures to flush the water distribution system during the changeover to
remove existing sediments from piping and although some areas of the system will require additional
flushing of hydrants, the Village does not anticipate any problems with the switch over to Lake
Michigan water. Please note that during the hydrant flushing process water may temporarily appear
rust-colored due to iron and mineral deposits in the water mains being stirred-up. The source of the
iron is naturally occurring from ground water wells and deposits in the pipe that make up the
underground water system. The water is safe to use and consume during hydrant flushing; however,
it may stain laundry. Water should clear up within thirty-minutes of use.
Frequently Asked Questions
To assist water customers in better understanding how the transition to Lake Michigan water will
affect their water quality and their homes, below are some frequently asked questions that help
to address what to expect with the transition to Lake Michigan water:
Do I still need my water softener now that we receive Lake Michigan water?
Historically, as communities have made the switch to Lake Michigan water most residents have
made the decision to stop using their water softeners. However, the answer to this question
depends on why you purchased your softener in the first place.
•

If you purchased your water softener to keep your pipes from plugging up with scale, you
no longer need it. Lake Michigan water does not typically clog water pipes.

•

If you purchased your water softener to reduce the amount of scale or lime that builds up
on your faucet or around sinks and tubs, you will find this problem greatly diminished with
Lake Michigan water.

•

If you purchased your softener to remove iron from your water, you no longer need it. Lake
Michigan contains almost no iron.

•

If you purchased your softener because you want to use less detergent or soap, you will
find that with Lake Michigan water, you will use much less detergent and soap than you
did with well water.

If you are considering purchasing a water softener, please consider these things:
•

A water softener will remove the calcium and magnesium (hardness) from your tap water.
These essential minerals will be replaced with sodium (salt) in your tap water. While this
does not improve the health-related aspects of your tap water, it will cut down slightly on
soap and detergent use.

•

A water softener does eliminate any scale from building up around your kitchen and
bathroom fixtures, but most people feel the amount of scale that does form around their
faucets is so minimal that the expense of a softener is not worth the cost.

•

Water softeners do increase the corrosiveness of water and are often implicated in
increased lead and copper levels in homes with these plumbing materials.

•

Finally, if you decide to purchase a water softener, please invest the time to flush it out
after being away for more than a few days. This will reduce the number of nuisance
bacteria that are present inside stagnant softener tanks.

Do I need a water filter?
No. The water you receive from your tap is safe to drink and has already been filtered through
granular activated carbon and fine sand. The water produced by CLCJAWA is more than five times
clearer than required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). If you are sensitive to chlorine
in your water, a carbon filter will remove all chlorine. Carbon filters must be consistently maintained
to minimize bacteriological contamination of your water. If your immune system is compromised in
any way, ask your doctor about any precautions you should take when drinking bottled or tap water.
Does the water that we receive from CLCJAWA contain fluoride?
Yes. In Illinois, the Department of Public Health requires that water suppliers add fluoride to water
to provide children with one of the building blocks needed for strong teeth. CLCJAWA only adds
what is required.
What else is in the water we receive from CLCJAWA?
Unlike many water utilities and most water bottlers, CLCJAWA tests for hundreds more
compounds than required by law. For a complete listing of compounds detected in the CLCJAWA
water supply, please visit www.clcjawa.com . If you have a concern about a specific compound
not on the list please contact CLCJAWA at 847-295-7788.
Does the water we receive from CLCJAWA contain lead?
The water that CLCJAWA delivers to each community contains no detectable lead. Lead in tap

water typically comes from the private service pipe that enters a home or through the plumbing
within the home. Newer homes typically do not have lead service pipes or lead containing
plumbing. Homeowners that are unsure if they have a lead service or lead containing plumbing
should consult with a licensed plumber to determine their specific situation.
CLCJAWA does add a drinking water certified corrosion inhibitor called orthophosphate to the
water supply. This common drinking water and food ingredient binds with metals like lead to keep
them from corroding and getting into your water from your plumbing. This compound reduces
lead in many homes but does not remove it completely from all homes or to levels considered
safe in some homes. If you have questions or concerns regarding lead or would like additional
information, please contact the Public Works Department by calling 847-526-9610.
The conversion to Lake Michigan water has been a process over a decade in the making. The
Village of Wauconda is proud to report that the final phases of this project ended on schedule and
under budget. If you would like to learn more about the project, please visit www.waucondail.gov/LakeMichiganWater.
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